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A. Halang and Prof. Zhong Li, and began to work on a practical topic since
August 2012: applying chaos to reduce electromagnetic interference (EMI) in
commercial electrical products.

Switching mode power supply (SMPS), with the features of high energy conver-
sion efficiency and small size, is increasingly widely used in modern electronic
equipments. However, severe EMI is caused by high-frequency switching ac-
tion of semiconductor devices, which threatens the functions of other electric
and electronic devices and health of human beings in the environment, and thus
poses a big challenge for scientists and engineers to fight EMI. Traditionally, fil-
tering and shielding techniques have been well deployed in various devices, but
they have many drawbacks in cost, size, and efficiency, and new solutions are
always desired. Owing to the pseudo-randomness and the continuous spectrum
features of chaos, chaotic carrier frequency modulation (CCFM) technique can
be well employed to fight EMI on the emission source by spreading the spectra
of input and output signals over the entire frequency band. Thus, it has attracted
great research interest in the past two decades.

Although there have been a lot of the theoretical and experimental research done
on the application of CCFM for EMI reduction, commercial SMPSs with chaotic
modulation have not yet been seen on the market. Hence, schemes to imple-
ment CCFM in the commercial power supplies are of great practical significance.
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Abstract

Due to its high efficiency, a switching mode power supply (SMPS) has been in-
creasingly widely applied in electric industry. However, rapid switching action
of semiconductor devices, which results in high change rates of voltage and cur-
rent, leads to severe electromagnetic interference (EMI) problems.

Many engineering techniques have been proposed to suppress EMI of SMPS by
taking measurements on interference sources, victims or EMI coupling paths,
respectively. The conventional techniques for EMI reduction are shielding and
filtering, which are methods to cut off the coupling path and enhance the in-
terference immunity of the victim. However, they have the disadvantage of
increasing size and cost of the products, which restrains their application, espe-
cially in portable equipments. Moreover, those methods, just fighting the gen-
erated interference, can’t prevent the generation of EMI at the source. Hence,
more efficient and economic techniques are desired.

In recent years, the spread-spectrum technique, which can reduce EMI at the
source by spreading the spectra of input and output signals over a wide fre-
quency band without changing the total energy, has received great research
interest. Periodic carrier frequency modulation, randomized carrier frequency
modulation and chaotic carrier frequency modulation (CCFM) are commonly
used spread-spectrum techniques. The chaotic and randomized modulation
techniques are more effective for EMI suppression than the periodic one. More-
over, as a nonlinear deterministic system to generate pseudo-random signals,
a chaotic system is easier to control and manufacture than a random system,
posing promising potentials in industrial applications. So far, the study on
CCFM was focused on theoretical analyses, simulations, and experimental ver-
ifications, lacking of a practical consideration of applying CCFM in real power
supplies, which will be main concern of this dissertation.

First, for power supplies with standard PWM ICs, a CCFM module is proposed
to serve as a plug-in component for suppressing EMI, without changing the
original circuit, thus, saving the development process and cost caused by the re-
design of the product. The module is used to modulate the switching frequency
of the standard PWM ICs by providing a chaotically dithering current for the
frequency setting component. It is noted that the CCFM module is adjustable
via its parameters to reach a trade-off between EMI suppression and ripples
caused by chaotic modulation.
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Abstract

Secondly, for designing a chaotic frequency PWM IC, it is necessary to integrate
a chaotic frequency oscillator into the standard PWM IC, which is to be realized
both in analogue and digital manners for various practical applications. The
oscillator of the traditional analogue PWM ICs is normally implemented by a
sawtooth generator, of which the produced signal circularly vibrates between
two threshold voltages. Therefore, an analogue chaotic driver of a PWM IC
is designed to dither either of the threshold voltages chaotically. The digital
PWM IC sets the switching frequency by a counter, which counts from 0 to
a pre-assigned value at a certain rate during each switching period. Hence,
a chaotic switching period counter is designed for the digital CCFM IC by
modulating the pre-assigned value chaotically. Chaotic frequency PWM ICs
provide an efficient and economical solution for EMI suppression in power
supplies, and enable real industrial applications.

Keywords: Chaotic Carrier Frequency Modulation Module, Electromagnetic
Interference, Switching Mode Power Supply, Chaotic Frequency Pulse-Width
Modulation Integrated Circuit
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